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Shower curtains emit toxic 
potpourri, report warns
By RON WAY

That familiar “shower curtain 
smell” that you whiff when you 
open a package of the gaily colored 
vinyl drapes may be hazardous to 
your health. 

 In fact, a new report by the 
Center for Health, Environment 
and Justice said the smell from 
most vinyl shower curtains is real-
ly a potpourri of 100 or more toxic 
chemicals that the group says can 
present health problems.

The group called on the Con-
sumer Product Safety Commission 
to immediately order a recall of all 
PVC shower curtains from store 
shelves. As well, it called on retail-
ers — some of which previously 
announced they would phase out 
harmful products — to stop selling 
the curtains and liners.

“These chemicals shouldn’t be 
allowed in our products, homes 
or bodies,” said Kathleen Schuler 
of Healthy Legacy, a Minneapolis 
advocacy group that released the 
report. 

A unique chemical stew
The smell is unique to PVC vi-

nyl curtains and liners. The report 
said that among the chemical stew 
are phthalates, organotins, and vol-
atile organic compounds (VOCs) 
that are linked to respiratory irrita-
tion, liver and kidneys damage, and 
can promote nausea, headaches and 
loss of coordination. 

The report’s authors said they 
purchased PVC vinyl shower 
curtains at Bed Bath & Beyond, 
Kmart, Sears, Target and Wal-Mart 
to use as laboratory samples. They 
found that harmful chemicals were 
released from the curtains and lin-

ers over a 28-day period, and the 
VOC levels were 16 times greater 
than guidelines for indoor air set by 
the U.S. Green Building Council. 

Moreover, all curtains tested 
contained phthalates DEHP and 
DINP, chemicals banned in chil-
dren’s toys in California, Washing-
ton and the European Union.

 Six years later, same fi ndings
The report’s fi ndings mirrored 

those of a 2002 study by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) that found elevated levels of 
chemicals in the vinyl.

 The authors said that “nothing 
has changed” since the EPA’s re-
port of six years ago.

 Schuler said that people could 
protect themselves by avoiding 
PVC vinyl. The only Twin Cit-
ies retailer listed by the group as 
selling safe curtains is Ikea, which 
has an outlet next to the Mall of 
America.

 The report says the nation’s 
largest retailer, Wal-Mart, contin-
ues to sell PVC shower curtains 
despite its stated commitment to 
environmental sustainability. Bed 
Bath and Beyond, JC Penney, 
Sears/Kmart, Macy’s and Target 
have all developed plans to offer 
more PVC-free shower curtains.
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do not work, which endanger US 
personnel abroad, which discourage 
political, military, and intelligence 
cooperation from our allies, and 
which ultimately do not enhance 
our security. 

“Our President must lead us by 
our core principles. We must be 
better than our enemies, and our 
treatment of prisoners captured in 
the battle against terrorism must 
refl ect our character and values as 
Americans.”

‘Golden Rule’ standard
The document then calls for an 

executive order providing for one 
national standard for all U.S. per-
sonnel on the treatment of prison-
ers – a “Golden Rule” standard that 
asserts: “We will not authorize or 
use any methods of interrogation 
that we would not fi nd acceptable 
if used against Americans, be they 
civilians or soldiers.” Such a stan-
dard would be unlike the ambigu-
ous Military Commissions Act of 
2006 and would, of course, not al-
low the current exception for the 
CIA. The declaration includes six 
features envisioned in such an ex-
ecutive order.

Will the Bush administration ad-
minister such an order in its waning 
days? Not likely. But the groups’ 
ongoing effort provides the antithe-
sis of ignorance, denial and/or com-
placency. It is a clear, nonpartisan 
vehicle for the expression of long-
held American values, and offers a 
straightforward route – whenever 
it is taken – back to long-held U.S. 
policy. 

Susan Albright, a MinnPost 
managing editor, writes about na-
tional and foreign developments. 
She can be reached at salbright [at] 
minnpost [dot] com. 
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By ERIC BLACK
So you probably heard by now, 

Jesse (The Ego) Ventura is not run-
ning for the Senate (although, given 
the number of times he told poor, 
confused Larry King that he could 
still change his mind if he hears 
from God before the fi ling dead-
line [but he won’t because he’s not 
religious enough], I wouldn’t close 
the book on it till 5 p.m.) (And by 
the way, happy 57th birthday to the 
former governor.)

But assuming no divine inter-
vention, two polls released Mon-
day gave very different portrayals 
of where the race stands if it’s just 
Norm Coleman vs. Al Franken.

SurveyUSA has Coleman lead-
ing 52-39 percent. Rasmussen Re-
ports has it Franken 44, Coleman 
42. In other words, based on these 
two data points, no one knows any-
thing. There’s reason to be cautious 

about both polls.
Rasmussen completed its poll 

Thursday with 500 likely voters. 
SUSA reached 641 registered vot-
ers Friday-Sunday.  Both compa-
nies use robotic interviews. The 
last poll to use human-to-human 
interviews (Quinnipiac Univer-
sity for the Washington Post) had 
it Coleman 51, Franken 41 three 
weeks ago.

In both polls, Coleman does bet-
ter among Democrats than Franken 
does among Republicans, which 
has been a consistent problem for 
Franken. But Rasmussen, which 
doesn’t release full cross-tabs to 
non-members like me, suggests 
that Coleman’s share of Democrats 
has declined from 20 to 10 percent 
and that this may be the factor that 
cost him the lead he held a month 
ago.

Little change
SUSA has shown little change 

since its previous poll on the race a 
month earlier. The most suspicious 
thing to me about SUSA’s current 
poll is that the Minnesota sample 
consisted of 33 percent Democrats 
and 32 percent Republicans.  Most 
polls (including the previous SUSA 
poll in Minnesota) fi nd that Demo-
crats outnumber Republicans by 
10-plus percentage points. The poll 
scholars on whom I rely for guid-
ance tend to have a higher general 
opinion of SUSA than Rasmussen 
(and not too high an opinion of any 
robo-dialers). But if you’re looking 
for a reason to disbelieve this one, 
with its large and sturdy Coleman 
lead, the partisan makeup of the 
sample is suspicious.

Still, within the partisan, ideo-
logical and demographic catego-

ries, there plenty of trouble spots 
for Franken in the SUSA poll. Cole-
man leads among both genders, all 
age groups and all regions of the 
state. Coleman carries Repubs by 
94-6, compared with Franken’s 77-
15 among Dems (with 8 percent of 
Dems undecided). Coleman car-
ries self-identifi ed independents by 
45-39 percent and “moderates” by 
a narrow 48-44 percent. Coleman 
also does better among conserva-
tives (84 percent) than Franken 
does among liberals (79).

“He’s a very good man and a 
very good speaker,’’ said Barkley. 
“I have nothing but good things to 
say about him.’’

But Barkley and other former 
party leaders fear that Williams 
does not have the experience nec-
essary to put together a strong 
statewide race.

Barkley certainly can put togeth-
er an impressive campaign team. 
He said that former DFL Congress-
man Tim Penny has agreed to serve 
on his fi nance committee and that 
Hillsman will work on an advertis-
ing campaign. Ventura will cam-
paign on his behalf. He also said 
that he has received many promises 
of fi nancial support.

“Now we’ll see if I can fi nd 
those people,’’ said Barkley, laugh-
ing.

Only a few weeks ago, Barkley 
had accepted a job as the CEO of a 
metro bus company for which he’d 
been a driver. In accepting the job, 
Barkley said he no longer could 
consider running for the Senate.

“But it didn’t work out,’’ said 
Barkley of the executive position.  

With that job behind him and Ven-
tura out, the man who in recent 
years has done everything from 
run political campaigns to work 
in a governor’s administration to 
run a car wash and drive a bus was 
suddenly in a position to run for 
Senate. 

Barkley stepped aside when 
Ventura entered picture

He said long before Ventura had 
showed interest in running in this 
year’s Senate race, he’d started put-
ting together a campaign for him-
self.  Only when Ventura showed 
interest did Barkley step aside. 

Many have speculated that Ven-
tura was just looking for attention 
for himself and a book he recently 
wrote in saying he was interested 
in running this year. But those 
close to him say he was very close 
to getting in the race.

Ventura, of course, always has 
made headlines before by by hint-
ing he was going to run for offi cies 
ranging up to president. But his 
decision to step back on national 
television hours before the fi ling 

deadline almost surely means the 
end of the Ventura political story in 
Minnesota.

“I think if he would try again,’’ 
said Uldrich, “people would say, 
‘Oh no, you’ve had your opportu-
nities, it’s time to move on.’’

After learning what Ventura 
would tell King and the television 
offi ce, Uldrich and Barkley met for 
coffee on Monday morning to dis-
cuss the fate of the Independence 
Party. It turned out they both were 
interested in running. Barkley and 
Uldrich spoke again Monday night, 
Barkley telling Uldrich that he 
was defi nitely getting in the race. 
Uldrich, who is at least as deeply 
committed to the Independence 
cause as Barkley, told Barkley he, 
too, might enter the primary race.

Williams, the endorsed can-
didate, had made it clear he was 
staying in the race even if Ventura 
entered. 

Barkley said a recent television 
station poll showed that the DFL’s 
endorsed candidate, Al  Franken, 
and Ventura were tied in a poll that 
is soon to be released. Both trail 

incumbent Republican Sen. Norm 
Coleman.

It is Franken’s problems with 
his past “satire’’ and sliding in the 
polls that inspired St. Paul attorney 
Priscilla Lord Faris to announce 
Monday that she is going to run 
against Franken in the DFL pri-
mary.

“I look at this as my last chance 
to grab the ring,’’ said Barkley, 
who is 57. “I truly believe that this 
country needs a change of direc-
tion. If you really think either Cole-
man or Franken can help create that 
change, then, vote for them. If not, 
I want people  to see there is a clear 
option.’’

Doug Grow, a former metro 
columnist for the Star Tribune, 
writes about public affairs, state 
politics and other topics. He can 
be reached at dgrow [at] minnpost 
[dot] com.

Senate race: Two polls, different results, many cautions
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